
Thursday, August 30, 2012 Orlando Sentinel | 2012 Football Preview | N3

FiveBuccaneersChasingGlory

QBJoshFreeman:One of themost intriguing questions of the season revolves aroundFree-
man. Is he is theQBwho threw25TDpasses in 2010?Or the guywho stunk it up in 2011?

WRVincent Jackson:
Hegives Freeman the
big-play target he needs
tomake this offense click
and is a huge upgrade
fromunder-achieving
MikeWilliams,whonow
becomes a secondary option.

OLCarlNicks:Another
newguy in themixwho
will give the ground
gamemuchneededmus-
cle up front. CanLeGar-
rette Blount andDoug
Martin followhis lead?

SRondeBarber:A
16-year pro, Barber
moves fromcorner to
free safety as theBucs try
to strengthen their sec-
ondarywith a number of
newplayers in themix.
Will itwork?

DTGeraldMcCoy:
Needs to stay healthy. A
former first-roundpick
in 2010,McCoyhas
missed13 of his first 32
games.

HopeandGlory:
Keys to theseason
Wining in the trenches:The
Buccaneers defensive line needs
to showupon Sundays. It’s really
that simple. TampaBay has
ranked last in theNFL in sacks
for two consecutive seasons and
allowed a league-high156 rushing
yards per game in 2011. You don’t
winmany games by allowing
those kind of stats.

QB leadership: JoshFreeman’s
resurgence is critical to theBucs’
offense. TheBucs invested big
bucks in free agents Vincent
Jackson andDallas Clark, putting
amandate on upgrading the
passing game.Now it’s time to see
if itwasmoneywell-spent.

Coaching connection:Howwill
theBucs respond to newcoach
Greg Schiano?He brings a tough-
cop attitude to the team,which is
a huge philosophical shift from
RaheemMorris – underwhose
tenure theBucswere often
viewed as lacking focus and dis-
cipline.

NoGuts,NoGlory:
Make-it or
break-it games
Sept 30vs.Washington:This is
the first game in a critical stretch
for theBuccaneerss. TheRed-
skinswill bring dynamic rookie
quarterbackRobertGriffin III to
Raymond James Stadium.

Oct.10 vs.KansasCity:After a
byeweek, TampaBay facesKan-
sasCity in another key divisional
matchup. TheChiefs stumbled
through last season and are equal-
ly hungry for thiswin.

Oct. 21vs.NewOrleans:Drew
Breeswill lead the potent Saints
offense toRaymond James Sta-
dium. Ideally, theBucs have to
find away to close out a very
tough four-week stretchwith at
least a 2-1record.

Quest forGlory:
Didyouknow ...
TheBucs have six projected
starterswho are former first-
or second-rounddraft picks.

Quarterback JoshFreeman
played soccer two or three
times aweek to get in shape
for the season.

TheBucs haven’t finished a
season inside theTop10 in
sacks since 2004.

GloryDays:Bucs’ 5 greatestplayers
LeeRoySelmon
(1976-1984):The
first player picked
by theBucs in the
NFLdraft, Selmon
went to six straight ProBowls
andwas named theNFLDefen-
sive Player of theYear in1979.

DerrickBrooks
(1995-2008):He
started 221out of
224 games in his
Bucs career and is
considered one of the best line-
backers inNFLhistory.

JimmieGiles
(1978-86):A four-
timeProBowl
tight end, Giles still
holds the team
recordwith four receivingTDs in
one game (Oc. 20, 1985,Miami
Dolphins).

PaulGruber
(1988-99): Spent
his entire career
with theBucs and
nevermissed a
snap in his first five years in the
league as an offensive tackle.

DougWilliams
(1978-82):Al-
thoughWilliams
played only five
seasonswith the
Bucs because of a contract dis-
pute, he led them to the playoffs
three times and put a losing team
on theNFLmap.

—GeorgeDiaz

PASS OR FAIL FOR BUCS
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Scouting Report: Bucs have invested heavily in the passing game with the hope it translates to more wins

Five JaguarsChasingGlory

RBMaurice Jones-Drew:MJD is themost-watched player—wherever hemight be, thanks to
contract issues. As of deadline for this preview section, hewas still holding out.

QBBlaineGabbert:
Gabbert begins his sec-
ond season and still
owns the starting job.
Canhe take another
step?

WRJustinBlackmon:
Much is expected of
rookie first-roundpick,
especially after his off-
the-field problems.

WRLaurentRobinson:
Free-agent signee
should provide consis-
tent target forGabbert.

DTJeromeMincey:
Ex-Gator canmake Jags’
defense even better than
last season.

HopeandGlory:
Keys to theseason
BringbackMJD:Obviously, the
Jags’ identity (and ticket sales) are
linked to Jones-Drew’s return
after a high-profile holdout. Fans
(and coaches) hope he’ll be back
in teal and black before the start o
the season.

Use thenew target: If the Jag-
uars can develop talented rookie
wide receiver Justin Blackmon,
hewould give the teamamuch-
needed strong downfield threat.

Sharing the load:With Jones-
Drew’s status in flux for the early
part of the preseason, the Jags
learned they had to depend onRB
Rashad Jennings to carry rushing
load. The 6-1, 228-pounder from
Liberty has certainly recevied
notice for his efforts.

NoGuts,NoGlory:
Make-it or
break-it games
Sept.16 vs.Houston:Abig home
opener againstHouston is sand-
wiched between two road games
(atMinnesota and at Indianpolis).

Sept. 23 at Indianapolis: Speak-
ing of theColts, thiswill be a
must-win game for Jacksonville
against rebuilding Indianapolis.
TheColts are hoping rookie
quarterbackAndrewLuck can
spark a quick turnaround.

Nov. 4 vs.Detroit:TheLions
seem to be pulling off the come-
back Jacksonville is chasing. The
Jags could use awin overDetroit
four days before another key at
Indianapolis.

Quest forGlory:
Didyouknow ...
Gabbert scored 42 of 50 on
Wonderlic test and is awar
history buff.

Blackmon’smother is a kin-
dergarten teacher.

CoachMikeMularkeywill
donate $250 to charity every
time one of his players scores a
touchdown—without doing
an end-zone dance.

GloryDays: Jaguars’ 5 greatestplayers
QBMarkBrunell
(1995-2003):He
made the Jags go
fromexpansion to
exceptional quick-
ly.

OLTonyBoselli
(1995-2001):Rock
of the offensive
line, one ofNFL’s
bestwhenhealthy.

RBFredTaylor
(1998-2008):For-
mer Florida-Gator
star turned in
seven1,000-yard
seasonswith the Jaguars.

WRJimmySmith
(1995-2005):
12,287 yards, 67
TDs says it all.

RBMaurice
Jones-Drew
(2006-present):
Workhorse run-
ning backwon the
NFL’s rushing title last season.
Will his preseasonholdout im-
pact his legacywith the team?

—Brian Schmitz

JAGS CHASE A COMEBACK
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Scouting report: Jacksonville faces too much competition in AFC South to make playoffs (even with MJD)

Ultimate Glory: For a franchise that struggled in its early days, the Bucs’ Super Bowl XXXVII win was sweet redemption.
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