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FRANK DASCENZO

CARY — The hands of Bob
Watson come together like a

huge blanket covering a chess-
board. On the right is a 1996 Yan-
kees ring, which sparkled under
the Monday morning sunshine.
On the left is a 2000 Olympic
gold medal ring, which Watson
claims is his favorite.

It’s hard not to notice the rings.
USA Baseball had planned to

introduce Tommy Lasorda as its
main attraction for a ground-
breaking ceremony at a new
$10.8-million national training
center, which it hopes to have
completed in 2007. Lasorda, who
was in Pittsburgh on Sunday to
watch the Dodgers beat the
Pirates, couldn’t manage to get on
a flight, so Watson came instead.

Maybe it’s a good thing he did,
too, considering his dual role
now as vice president of on-field
operations for Major League
Baseball and his newest position,
as USA Baseball’s general man-
ager for pro baseball operations
for 2005-08.

Right, it sounds like more than
it is, but Watson can bring you up
to date quickly.

First, the problems with
behavior in the game.

“What’s taking place today is
you’ve got more teams, more
money involved and what’s hap-
pened, from the days when I
played, is the rules have changed,”
Watson said. “When I came along,
you could throw at players and
you could do some things that
today are against the rules.

“On top of what’s out there
today, is you have the players’
union, which is a whole lot
stronger than any other union in
sports or probably any business.
Clearly, they watch after their
players and everything is
appealed, which is their right.”

Like Kenny Rogers and a
Houston television camerman?

“I can’t believe he’s appealing
it,” Watson said.

It’d be wrong to call Watson
baseball’s chief police officer. Per-
haps Paul Seiler, executive direc-
tor for USA Baseball, put it best.

“He’s the dean of discipline,”
Seiler said.

Watson also got Seiler off the
hook by subbing for Lasorda, talk-
ing under a canvas tent about the
bright future of USA Baseball.

“Winning the gold medal in
2000 I consider the highlight of
my career,” Watson said, rubbing
the ring.

Watson, a two-time all-star,
played 19 years, became general
manager of the Astros in 1993,
then held the same position with
the Yankees from 1995-97.

“My duties are about discipline
and stadium issues — rotating
signs behind home plate, types of
grass, playing surfaces we’re
using,” Watson said. “Safety
issues are important. It’s my role,
between baseball and the players’
union, to oversee these things.”

Been there, done that. Watson
says because of his experience,
on the field and in the executive
offices, his job is easier in deal-
ing with the players union.

“I understand the other side,”
Watson said. “Having played,
coached and been a GM and hav-
ing to determine what’s enough
punishment, I like the idea of
somebody, like myself, in this role.”

Want to get Watson to bristle?
Mention steroids.

“I handle everything which
happens on-field,” Watson said,
emphasizing “on-field.”

“Things didn’t come along to
enhance your performance when
I played baseball. We didn’t have
testing. In the 1960s and 1970s, the
things guys were doing weren’t to
enhance their performance.
Drinking was an issue. Smoking
marijuana was an issue. Those
didn’t enhance your performance.

Watson refuses to grow angry
about the implications that some
players are using steroids.

“It’s human nature to try to get
ahead in life, whether it’s by
means of staying above board or
cheating,” Watson said. “What’s
happened is there’s such an
amount of money out there now.

“A guy can say, ‘Hey, I’ll roll
the dice and if I do this, I can
make it. My family is set for gen-
erations.’ A lot of guys are ask-
ing that question to themselves
and they’re saying, ‘Yes, I’ll take
that chance.’ It goes back to
human nature. That doesn’t
mean I like it.”

You may contact Frank Dascenzo by
phone at 419-6609 or by e-mail at 

fdascenzo@heraldsun.com.

MLB faces
challenges
on field, too
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The Charlotte Bobcats open
their new arena against the
Boston Celtics on Nov. 5, the
team said Monday.

After opening with road
games at Chicago on Nov. 2
and Philadelphia on Nov. 4,
the second-year Bobcats
return for a four-game home-
stand at the $260 million
downtown facility. After fac-
ing the Celtics, Charlotte
plays Utah on Nov. 7, San
Antonio on Nov. 9 and Dallas
on Nov. 11.

The Bobcats played their
first season at the suburban Charlotte Colise-
um, where they will also play two preseason
games while finishing touches are put on the
new building.

The team’s longest homestand of the sea-
son is Jan. 30 to Feb. 10, with six straight
home games against Cleveland, Atlanta, the
Los Angeles Lakers, Seattle, Philadelphia and
Toronto.

The Bobcats had an 18-64 record in their
first season, with Emeka Okafor capturing
rookie of the year honors. The team added

two local favorites — Ray-
mond Felton and Sean May
of NCAA champion North
Carolina — in this summer’s
NBA draft.

Nationally, a Christmas Day
doubleheader featuring the
San Antonio Spurs and
Detroit Pistons in a rematch
of the 2005 NBA Finals high-
lights the league’s television
schedule.

The second game on ABC
will show Kobe Bryant, Phil
Jackson and the Los Angeles
Lakers against Shaquille

O’Neal and the Miami Heat.
The NBA released its complete game sched-

ule and national TV schedules of ABC, TNT,
ESPN and NBA TV for the 2005-06 season.

The televised season begins Nov. 1 with the
reigning champion Spurs against the Denver
Nuggets on TNT. The game includes the ring
ceremony and launches a week of five con-
secutive nationally televised doubleheaders.
In the second game, the Dallas Mavericks face
the Phoenix Suns.

— Associated Press

BOBCATS GET THEIR MOVE-IN DATE
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Coach Bernie Bickerstaff wel-
comes his top two draft picks
to Charlotte this season: Sean
May and Raymond Felton.

BY JIMMY BURCH
Fort Worth Star-Telegram

FORT WORTH, Texas — Tiger
Woods began the season answer-
ing questions about the longest
winless streak of his professional
career (0-for-10) in majors.

He will head
into this week’s
PGA Champi-
onship seeking
to place an
exclamation
point on a series
of results that
would rank
among profes-
sional golf’s

most dominant single-season
efforts.

Woods, 29, has a chance to close
2005 as the reigning champion in
three majors and runner-up in the

fourth. In the annals of profes-
sional golf, no player has put
together that type of single-sea-
son résumé during the era of the
four existing major champi-
onships — the Masters, U.S. Open,
British Open and the PGA.

Rest assured, Woods is moti-
vated by the possibility of post-
ing what could be considered the
finest season by a professional
golfer in major championship
history.

Tiger takes aim at 3rd
major win of the year

Great One
takes over
in Phoenix

BY MEL REISNER
Associated Press

GLENDALE, Ariz. — The
Great One isn’t promising great
things right away from the
Phoenix Coyotes. Merely con-
tending for the Stanley Cup
would be fine for a start.

“There’s no perfect coach in
the world,” Wayne Gretzky said

Monday at his
introduction as
the new coach of
the Coyotes.
“Coaches are
human, too. Mis-
takes are made.
But, fundamen-
tally, if you’re
sound you elimi-
nate as many

mistakes as possible.”
Gretzky downplayed his impor-

tance to the NHL as it emerges
from the lockout. Others magni-
fied it.

“It’s great for hockey, especial-
ly in the U.S., because we have
other games that we’re watch-
ing,” said Barry Smith, one of
three associate coaches Gretzky
picked for his staff. “You know,
once he gets coaching, the pride
that he has, so every place we go
something’s going to happen. I
feel that every city we go to play,
there’s a little more pizazz.”

Gretzky’s presence should help
revive the sport, co-owner Steve
Ellman said.

“It’s huge. Fans around the
world will tune in to watch Gret-
zky coach,” he said.

Ellman said the team didn’t
have enough people to answer
calls early Monday regarding
season-ticket renewals.

Gretzky, a minority owner and
the team’s managing partner for
hockey operations, was in the
final year of a five-year contract.
Ellman said that was extended in
an open-ended agreement.

PGA CHAMPIONSHIP
Thursday-Sunday

Baltusrol Golf Club 
(Lower Course)

Thursday ■ 1-7 p.m., TNT

WOODS

see TIGER | page D4

Gretzky downplays
his importance to
re-emerging sport

GRETZKY
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■ Canucks forward Steve
Bertuzzi (above) reinstated to
the league after punching Col-
orado’s Steve Moore in 2004
■ Italian league scoring leader
Matt Cullen signs one-year deal
with the Hurricanes

see GRETZKY | page D6
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Duke officially opened
football practice Monday
night, but the Blue Devils’
preparation for the upcoming
season unofficially kicked off
earlier than it ever had
before.

Unlike some opening prac-
tices in the past, no introduc-
tory handshakes were
required, and coaches didn’t
need to sneak a glance at a
jersey number and then at a
roster to identify a freshman.

While it’s been standard
practice at a majority of Divi-
sion I schools to have virtual-
ly all of their returning foot-
ball players attend summer
school, it hasn’t been a given
at Duke. But with the NCAA
giving clearance for schools
to pay for summer school for
all athletes for the first time

— including incoming fresh-
men — the Blue Devils had
every football player on cam-
pus when the second session

of summer school started
July 5.

“Now it’s a 12-month-a-year
game,” Duke coach Ted Roof

said. “That’s the norm in
NCAA Division I college foot-
ball now; it’s not the excep-
tion.

“So it’s something we need-
ed to do.”

Most other schools made
the commitment long before
Duke, but for most it was an
easier commitment to make.
Few schools cost as much as
Duke, so before the NCAA
stepped in, attending summer
school was a financial hard-
ship for many Duke football
players. Roof estimated that
last summer, about half his
team paid the price.

Now that the NCAA has
allowed schools to foot the
bill, the financial hardship
falls on the university. And it’s
no small sum: Senior associ-
ate director of athletics Chris

Paying the price
Duke foots the bill for summer school, and the football team
is more prepared than ever before for the upcoming season
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Duke coach Ted Roof gives direction to safety C.J.
Woodard, a Northern Vance alum, on Monday.
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Duke players Codey Lowe (58), Ben Patrick (8) and Paul Campitelli (53) take a break from their first fall practice.
Many of the players attended summer school, a necessary step for success according to Coach Ted Roof.

see DUKE | page D5
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