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SECTION B

PRO FOOTBALL: Panthers’ Foster out to prove he’s durable | PAGE B3

INSIDE
Gain, pain
Manny Ramirez hits a
three-run homer,
then leaves after 
colliding with a 
teammate in Boston’s
8-5 win | B4

CORRECTION
A column Tuesday misstated

when twin boys born to Kenny
Mayne and his wife died.
Creighton Mayne died at birth, but
Connor lived for six months.
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NCCU’s Ryan Craig, a senior wide receiver, adjusts the chin straps on his football helmet after being issued equipment for the 2005 season Wednesday.
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Rod Broadway said it’s pretty hard to
believe that N.C. Central’s season foot-
ball opener against Edward Waters is
just 23 days away.

The Eagles landed on campus on
Wednesday, collecting their equipment

to get ready for the
practices in helmets
and shorts that will
take place over the
next few days.

The real hitting will
start on Aug. 10, when
everybody puts on the
pads.

“We’ve got about 90 in camp right now,”
said third-year Eagles coach Broadway
(12-8), whose program has high hopes
after a flashy 8-2 mark last season.

“We’re going to spend a lot of time on
the kicking game right now — we’ve def-
initely got to dedicate some time to that
— and conditioning is always a challenge.
The guys who were here for summer
school are in pretty good shape. We’ve
got to get some work done with the guys
who weren’t here, but I think this is the
most athletic team we’ve had since I’ve
been here.”

The Eagles, who were picked to finish
second in the CIAA’s Western Division,
were just three specialty-team plays
away from possibly being undefeated —
one 50-yard last-second field goal in their 

16-15 loss to North Carolina A&T and a
couple of long punt returns in the 
17-7 loss at Fayetteville State.

But they return the CIAA’s best
offense, led by five preseason all-confer-

ence picks including Adrian Warren, last
season’s offensive player of the year
quarterback.

“I’ve spent the whole summer work-
ing out,” said Warren, who completed
52.3 percent of his passes for 1,746 yards
and 20 touchdowns with just nine inter-
ceptions last season. “I’ve been working
on my foot speed, on a quicker release,
and studied a lot of film.

“I feel good about this team. We’ve got
a lot returning and some really good new
players in camp. I’m just ready to get
started.”

Broadway said the defense will have
some rebuilding to do. 

One of the key building blocks will be
tackle Courtney Coard (5-11, 250), who
started every game last season as a true
freshman.

“The defense might be even better
this season,” Coard said. 

“I think we’ve got the athletes, but
we’ve got to communicate well and get
the system down.

“We need to improve everywhere —
[defensive]-line, linebackers and [defen-
sive backs]. The offense was great and
should be again. They were No. 1 in the
CIAA, so the stats should speak for them-
selves.”

High expectations
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Jacob Bagley, a junior strong safety at N.C. Central, labels his shoulder
pads in the locker room Wednesday after he was issued his equipment.

Eagles prepare for practice, hope to build on last season’s success

Listen up, Wolfpack football
fans. I’ve got the most impor-

tant man for you to watch when
your favorite team hits that impec-
cable grass field at Carter-Finley
Stadium on Sept. 4 when Virginia
Tech swaggers in for the 2005 sea-

son opener.
Marc Trestman

is in his 22nd year
of coaching, his
first as the Wolf-
pack’s offensive
coordinator. Data
on Trestman looks
impressive: It
links him with
NFL coaches
Marty Schotten-
heimer and Jon

Gruden and former coaches
George Siefert, Bobby Ross and
Bud Grant.

Names do make a difference. I
mean, take a look at Trestman’s
first season as offensive coordina-
tor with the Cleveland Browns.
Bernie Kosar threw for 3,533 yards
and 18 touchdowns, and the
Browns reached the AFC Champi-
onship game.

I know that impresses you,
because now that Trestman will be
working for Chuck Amato, it seems
almost certain that more points are
going to be put on that gigantic
scoreboard at Carter-Finley, right?

Heck, I mean points, man. More
points, for example, than the 
14 that the Wolfpack scored in the
Ohio State game last season — none
in the first half. More points than in
the fourth quarter at Clemson, three
to be exact. More points than in the
second half vs. Georgia Tech, zero to
be exact, and more than in the sec-
ond half vs. Florida State, zero again.

The Wolfpack ranked No. 7 in
the ACC in total offense a year ago
(349 yards per game, 27 TDs) and
No. 8 in third-down conversions
(53-of-163, 32.5 percent). No, not
very good at all.

Trestman must be pretty good
though. Well, I mean he’d better be
pretty good, because what in the
world would that caller to a local
radio show on Wednesday do if his
favorite team doesn’t win, as he
said, at least eight games this sea-
son? Jumping off bridges isn’t a
good thing to do these days.

Common knowledge has 
N.C. State strutting onto all fields
this fall with a defense as good as
most teams in the big time. Ends
Manny Lawson and Mario Williams
stand 6-5 and 6-7 and seriously could
frighten an inexperienced quarter-
back. Lawson recorded seven sacks
a year ago, while Williams led the
team with 15 tackles for loss.

Trestman
the key 
to Pack’s
success

INSIDE | B6
■ Aaris Reed
UNC’s 20th
commitment
from high
school seniors
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Things returned to normal for
the Bulls on Wednesday night at
Durham Bulls Athletic Park.

For this year’s team, that is not
good news.

Prentice Redman’s double and
two singles with an RBI led a 
12-hit attack as the Norfolk
Tides topped the Bulls 9-5 to gain
a split of their two-game series.

The loss ended the Bulls’
three-game winning streak,
dropped them 13½ games
behind the first-place Tides in
the International League’s South

Division and left them 14 games
below .500.

“This was a nice win for us,”
said Norfolk manager Ken
Oberkfell, whose club is 9-3
against the Bulls this season.
“Our offense came through. Ban-
nister battled and kept us close.”

But the Tides’ skipper said that
despite the big lead he’s not tak-
ing the division title for granted.

“We’ve still got 30-some games

to play,” Oberkfell said. “But
we’re pretty solid right now.”

Durham would have to win
23 of its final 32 games to avoid
finishing under .500 for the first
time in eight seasons in Triple-A.

Norfolk native B.J. Upton led
the Bulls at the plate with his
13th homer and a triple, but also
committed his 39th and 40th
errors of the season.

Norfolk starter Brian Bannis-
ter (2-1) went five innings and
allowed four runs — none of
them earned — on five hits with
seven strikeouts and no walks.

“We’d had a long game last
night [in a 13-8 loss], and I just
tried to keep my pitches down,”
said Bannister, whose father
Floyd pitched for six major-
league clubs. 

Tides end Bulls’ winning streak
9 5

TIDES BULLS
63-50 49-63

INTERNATIONAL LEAGUEDurham’s Upton
hits homer, triple,
but has two errors
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An anonymous source said
Baltimore’s Rafael Palmeiro
tested positive for the 
powerful steroid stanozolol.

BY HOWARD FENDRICH
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Congress
isn’t through with Rafael Palmeiro.

A House committee will inves-
tigate whether the Baltimore Ori-
oles slugger committed perjury
by testifying under oath that he
never took performance-enhanc-
ing drugs.

Rep. Tom Davis, R-Va., chair-

man of the Government Reform
Committee, said Wednesday that
Palmeiro agreed to let Major
League Baseball turn over infor-
mation about the failed drug test
that resulted in a 10-day suspen-
sion for the player this week.

On March 17, Palmeiro
appeared before Davis’ panel,
jabbed his finger in the air for
emphasis and declared: “I have
never used steroids. Period.”

Palmeiro tested positive for
the powerful steroid stanozolol, a
person with knowledge of the
sport’s drug-testing program told
The Associated Press on condi-
tion of anonymity. 

Palmeiro turns over
drug test information

Frank 
Dascenzo

see DASCENZO | page B6

House committee
will investigate
whether slugger
committed perjury

see PALMEIRO | page B5 see BULLS | page B5


