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Report:
Gretzky
to coach
Coyotes

Associated Press

PHOENIX — The Phoenix Coy-
otes scheduled a news conference
for this afternoon to make a “major”
announcement, amid reports that
Wayne Gretzky, the NHL’s all-time
leading scorer, will be named the
team’s new coach.

The Arizona Republic first report-
ed Sunday that Gretzky, the team’s

managing part-

= ——. . ner, would be
INSIDE | Q introduced as the
m Hurricanes coach. ESPN.com
sign Whitney to confirmed the
two-year deal  report.

“We have a

major announce-

ment to make Monday,” said team

spokesman Rick Braunstein, who

declined to elaborate on the reason
for the news conference.

Gretzky, co-owner Steve Ellman,
general manager Mike Barnett and
team captain Shane Doan didn’t
immediately return calls seeking
comment.

There had been speculation for
over a year that Gretzky would
move from the Coyotes front office
to behind their bench. Barnett orig-
inally asked Gretzky in June 2004 if
he was interested in coaching.

But the nine-time MVP wanted to
wait until a new collective bargain-
ing agreement was in place before
deciding whether to coach. That
happened in mid-July, but the nego-
tiations ran on. Gretzky is in the
final year of a five-year contract
with the club.

Barnett, Gretzky’s former agent
and longtime friend, said the decision
would rest with the hockey great and
his family, who live in Los Angeles.

“One day it’s yes and the next day
it’s no. I don’t know what’s going
on,” Bobby Hull, the agent-brother
of Coyotes forward Brett Hull, said
Sunday night.

He said Brett Hull, an 18-year
veteran who was Gretzky’s team-
mate in St. Louis, was traveling for
several days and had no plans to be
in the Phoenix area today.

The Republic also reported that
former Detroit assistant coach
Barry Smith would be one of Gret-
zKy’s assistants.

AP | FILE PHOTO BY KARL DEBLAKER
Wayne Gretzky is expected to
be named the coach of the
Phoenix Coyotes today,
according to multiple sources.
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(From left) Stephen Towns (representing Fritz Pollard),
Steve Young, Dan Marino, and David Friedman (repre-
senting Benny Friedman) pose Sunday in Canton, Ohio.

BY BARRY WILNER

Associated Press

CANTON, Ohio — He licked his
fingers, a trademark of his 17 sea-
sons as the NFL’s most prolific
quarterback, then turned to one of
his favorite receivers, Mark Clay-
ton, in the audience.

“Go deep, Mark,” Dan Marino
commanded. Clayton sauntered up
the aisle, turned and latched onto
— what else? — a perfect spiral.

“Of course, in the end, every
quarterback wants one more Sun-
day with a football in his hands
and going deep,” Marino said.

“I've accomplished many things, but what
I cherish more than any record | hold,
fourth-quarter comebacks or any wins
I was involved in, is the relationships.”

Dan Marino
On his 17-season pro football career

And that’s exactly what he did
this Sunday, wrapping up his
induction into the Pro Football
Hall of Fame in the best way pos-
sible: with a long completion.

Thousands of fans clad in No. 13

Dolphins jerseys shook Fawcett
Stadium with cheers, remember-
ing how sweet it was to see Mari-
no setting all his records.

“I’ll remember this day for the
rest of my life,” Marino said.

Marino, Young enter Hall of Fame

Marino joined Steve Young,
Fritz Pollard and Benny Friedman
in the shrine.

Paying tribute to his Western
Pennsylvania roots, Marino noted
that John Unitas, Joe Namath, Joe
Montana and Jim Kelly all came
from the region. All are Hall of
Famers.

“When I was younger, there’s no
doubt I thought about being Joe
Namath,” Marino said, adding
that joining them in the Hall “def-
initely makes an impact on you.

see HALL | page C5

PUCKER UP!
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Tony Stewart kisses the yard of bricks on the finish line after winning the Allstate 400 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway on Sunday.

DREAM FULFILLED

Stewart gets his ‘Holy Grail,” tops Kahne for first win at Indy

BY MIKE HARRIS

Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Tony Stewart was too
spent to climb the fence right away and too
happy to care.

A lifelong quest to win a race at Indi-
anapolis Motor Speedway ended Sunday
with Stewart finally getting his “Holy
Grail,” and he made sure to draw out the
celebration as long as he could while the
partisan crowd roared with approval.

It wasn’t the native Hoosier’s beloved
Indianapolis 500, but the former IndyCar
champion, who has longed to win a race at
historic Indianapolis Motor Speedway, held
off a determined challenge from Kasey
Kahne to grab an emotional victory in the

INSIDE | C3

m Jimmie Johnson caught in fiery crash,
loses points lead

m Chase for the Championship standings

Allstate 400 at the Brickyard.

It was the fourth victory in the last six
races and seventh top-10 finish in a row for
the hottest driver in NASCAR, moving him
into the lead in the Nextel Cup standings for
the first time since he wrapped up his only
Cup title in 2002.

“I wish I could put it into words,” Stew-
art said.

“It’s been my entire life.”

This one was up for grabs nearly to the
end, with Stewart taking his first lead by
passing Brian Vickers with 60 laps to go.
But the 25-year-old Kahne, last year’s top
rookie, didn’t make it easy, passing Stewart
for the lead with 27 laps left in the 160-lap
event — bringing a groan from the crowd
of more than 250,000.

Stewart stayed with Kahne, though. After
Jimmie Johnson — who came into the race
as the points leader — blew a tire and hit
the wall on lap 144, bringing out the last of
nine caution flags in the race, Stewart took
advantage of the restart on lap 150 to regain
the lead.

see STEWART | page C3

THE TOP FIVE

1. (22) TONY STEWART
Chevrolet, $554,661
2. (4) KASEY KAHNE
Dodge, $371,875
3. (5) BRIAN VICKERS
Chevrolet, $289,850
4. (2) JEREMY MAYFIELD
Dodge, $274,945
5. (20) MATT KENSETH
Ford, $266,41
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Earnhardt’s championship hopes take another hit

Crash may have knocked
Junior out of contention
BY MICHAEL MAROT

Associated Press

) / | INDIANAPOLIS — Dale Earn-
‘ ﬁl hardt Jr. may have been pushed out
- of the Nextel Cup chase Sunday.
EARNHARDT

Already a long shot to qualify for

the season-ending, 10-race shootout,
Earnhardt’s chances took another
major hit when Mike Skinner tapped
him in the back, knocked him into
the wall and sent him bouncing off
three other cars during a restart at
the Allstate 400 at the Brickyard.

Earnhardt’s race — and probably
his shot at a 2005 Cup title — ended
after 63 laps.

“It’s gonna take something extra-
ordinary to make the chase at this
point, this far behind now,” he said
outside the infield medical center.

Earnhardt trailed leader Jimmie
Johnson by 537 points entering Sun-
day’s race and needed a strong fin-
ish just to challenge Dale Jarrett for
the 10th and final qualifying spot.

Instead, Earnhardt lost more

ground. His second early exit this
year dropped him to 16th and left
him 627 points behind new points
leader Tony Stewart. He trails Carl
Edwards, now 10th, by 191 points.

For Earnhardt, it was just another
chapter in what easily been his most
trying season.

see JUNIOR | page C3



